EPISODES   OF  THE   GREAT   WAR         [1917

Deeply embarrassed as she was, she still occupied
much foreign territory, "which might be used in
bargaining. The Battle of the Somme had shown
her that her military machine was being strained to
breaking-point; once it broke all would be over,
and at any cost that catastrophe must be averted.
Her overtures were made also with an eye to the
neutral states, notably America. To win the good-
will of neutrals, even if nothing more were gained,
would be an immense advantage for Germany, for
there lay her one hope of reconstruction. Finally,
she was thinking of her own people. Here would be
proof, if proof were needed, that the guilt of begin-
ning the war did not lie on Germany ; and that,
though victorious, she refused to take the responsi-
bility of continuing it. The Emperor was a prince
of peace as well as a lord of battles.

Action which proceeds from many mixed and con-
flicting motives is likely to be a blunder. The Ger-
man peace offer was no exception to the rule. The
impression left on men's minds by the German
overtures was one of maladroitness carried to the
pitch of genius. The Note began by emphasizing
the " indestructible strength " of Germany and her
allies. It explained that this strength was used only
to defend their existence and the freedom of their
natural development, and all their many victories
had not changed this purpose. They asked for peace
negotiations at which they would bring forward
proposals " which would aim at assuring the exis-
tence, honour, and free development of their peoples,
and would be such as to serve as a, basis for the
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